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By Laurence Stern 
Waaipston Post Statl Writer i 
At first glance, the inte-4 
rior of the room--on the. | 
fourth floor of the Van Ness | 
Shopping Center . office i 
building looks like the many | 
dozens of private couculting - | 
firms scattered’ in their | 
smartly appointed ‘auarters. | 
throughout Washington. .- | 
The neat lettering on the | 
door says: “Psychological | 
Assessments Associates, 
Inc.’ Admission is gained by. 
pushing 2.-buzzer and wait: 
ing for someone”to unlock 
the doov from the inside... . 
But Walter: P. Pasternak, 
the operating. ‘head: of- Psy- 
caological -Assessments,  iS.. 
not anxious to see unsche-- 
@have no- 
thing to say,’? he told a visit- 
ing reporter i in taese and an- 
gry tones, moving iramedi- 
ately toward the door. - 
The reason for Paster-. 
nak’s reticence is that Psy- im 
cholovical Assessments - is | 
wulike most other ust | 
nesses. From the sime® of its | 


ineerporation- in 1983, its 
principal. source of funding } 
nds heesti the Central Intelli- | 
genes Ageacy, wich is 3 what 
Pas 
talix Shee oe i! 

“We could never have ex: ! 
stacl without this support,” ! 
nowledges the firm’s re. | 
tiring -president, John W.' 
Gittinger, who founded it! 
with two. other former CIA| 
psy cholagists after they left | 
full-time employment with | 
the aganey. 

Gittinger is less reluctant 
to talk becanse heis disasso- : 
himself from Psy- 
chological” Assessments on} 
July t and’is proud of the 
work it has dorie as well as 
his long years of secvice to 
the CLA. to which he ts still: 
personaly under contract as 
aconsultan. 

The company won an ob- 
scure and perhaps unjust- 


reese 


: 
Ec 


| 

Y - ! 
fied mention in the case of | 
former White House special | 
i 

counsel Charles Colson, who } 
{ 

i 

} 


pleaded guilty on Juns 6 to 
an obstruetion of 
charge growing out of his 


justices 


rote in the Daniel "ABpra rg | 
break-in case. pprove 
Colson had asked the of: | 


fice of the Watergate epental : 
{ 


askin tr MBAs Sinn. 


roved For.Re 


be 


- logical ° 
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ments or records concerning , 


i 
the psychological profile of | 
Dr, Elisberg compiled by :, 
Psychological Assessments, i 
Ine., for the CIA.” 

Gittinger heatedly « 
any association with the 
Elisber¢ profile or. indeed, 
any InvOlyCIment with the 
White Mouse on Warergate 


rlenies 


- or national security matters. 


“Tt’s an absolute, positive. 


- lie,” said the 57-year-old psy- , 


chologist -o£ -Colson’s impli- 
cation of. the. company’s. in- 
volvement -in. the 1971 
“plumbers. * break-ia of Dr. 
Lewis. Tielding’s “ofti in 
Los Angeles Fielding was. 
Elisberg’s psychiatrist. 

A CIA“-spokesman sat id 
yesterc day. the agency will 


“not comment on whether it 


has financial or operational 
relationships “with Psycho: 
Assessments. The 


nothing abovt its links with 
U.S. domestic concerns, 

Gittinger acknowledges 
that-‘the company vehind 
the unobtrusive door at 4801 
Connenticut Ave. Nw has 
conducted training pro- 
arams for CIA. operatives 
abroad and performed psy: 


chological. evaluations for. 
overseas’: employers’ of | 
American firras. with fore - 


eign- -based o.diices oc subsidi- 
aries. 

Tne rubic of “psyeholagical 
assessments “’-covers 4 variety 
of services whicn- both. the 
firm . anc Gittinger, in his 
private consoling role, have 


tr covers the study of bra-! H 
1 

 inwashing techniaues oy for- ; 
i 


eign intelligence organiza- 
tion. that was..carried out. 


by a. New York-based prede- 


- cessor organization to PAA- 


ealled the ituman ecology 
Fund. 

Tt also prevides training. 
ta CLA employees for asess- 
ing the cea. a foreign 
intelligence informants. “It’s 
a question of ee to un- 
derstand whether someone 
is lying or telling the trata 
when he comes through the 
door and says ke writs to 
you information.” Git , 
s explained. ' 
beginning of the ps¥- : 
assessinant pro-” 
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win former CIA 
Alten W. Diutles suit 
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i Haroid Ga i 
 pulles became ‘interested 


~ gure that the 
funding activities of U.S-! 


* izations. 


The Human Ecology Fund | 
was spared public mention’ 


tg. start Psychological As- 
sessments Associates Inc. 

Current programs by 

PAA, said Gittinger, are 


ddue YoodidHiis ; CIA-RDP88-01315R000 


Director | 


son, Allen VL., who. was sert- 

ously injured in Korea, from ; 
a New uork neurologist, Dr. i 
Wolfe. ue 


in Wolfe's researety into Chi- 
nese ‘indoctrination -of. cap- 


tured American pilots’ dur- 


ing the Korean war. CIA be- 


gan fina aneing® the research 
work through first the Soci- 


_ ety for -the- Investigation:of 


Human Ecology, with. which 
Wolfe was.. associated, and 


then. the Human. Ecology 
Fund, according. to. Git- 
tinger. 


Both “ pperated: a? private 
research. organization with 
headquarters in New York 
and with branches overseas. 

“This - whole project was 
Allen Dulles’? baby,” Git- 
tinger- explained. “Tt, grew 

out of. his son! 8 injury. in Ro- 


Because of ‘the 
controversy* over CIA fi 
naucing of private organiza- 
tions in- the mid-{969s, the 
Human Teology’ Fund was 

abandoned. The controversy 
cae touched off by. -cisclo- 
agency 


pased student, labor, jour- 
nalistie and cultural organ: : 


4 


during the furor over clan- 


dustine CIA financing. Tt 
folded quietly after Git- 


tinger moved. to W ashingtoa 


strongly pointed toward So- 
viet, Chinese and Arab cul- 
tural training. He declined 
to discuss the specific na- 
ture of the programs oF 
whether PAA carried out 
such programs for foreign 
intelligence or security or- 
ganizations. 

The commercial side of 
PAA's activities—scereemag 
foreign employees of Ameri- 
ean firms—has shrunk in re-7 
cent years, making the com- 


was | 


growing ; 


pany almost wholly y slepend-: 
ent on its CIA contracts. + : 
He ernphasized the 
company has never taken & 
government or privaté con- 
tract which involved the- 
“assessment” of an Ameri- 
can: citizen. “We do adso- 
lutely no domestic advis-: 
ing,” Gittinger sald. “We 
asked to: 


that 


have never been 


“evaluate an American.” 


Gittinger :and the two! 
other ex-CIA founders” of 
PAA, Robert E. Goodnow 
and Samuel B. Lyerly, have: 
ended their active associa-: 
tion with the company. Th 
was understood that. the: 
new operating group is seek-- 
ing to divest. itselé of ‘the. 
CLA financial sponsorship. - 

“Jam very proud of whats 
Y have done for the agency 
over a long period of timein. 
the assessments field,” said 
Gittinger. “There is nothing. 
Cam ashamed of, nothing 2 
have to hide.” . Ans 


i 


STAT 


1315 000400260093-1, 


‘STAT 


